WEST MIDLANDS COUNTY SCHOOLS’ FOOTBALL ASSOCIAITON
SEASON: 2022/2023
1. Fixtures for Individual Schools/College Competitions

These can be found on the County website -  www.footiemag.net
· Click on CUPS then on the individual competition
· You will note that provision has been made in the draws in all competitions for LATE ENTRIES-schools/colleges involved in matches against LATE ENTRY will be informed whether there are opponents or not - the DEADLINE for late entries will be TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
· The Competition Draws will go live on the website on Wednesday 06 September 2023
· PLEASE NOTE the draw for the Under 18 Colleges Cup has not yet been made as the number of entries is currently low.
2. RESULTS  
It is the responsibility of the WINNING team to notify the County Association of the Match Result  

       PLEASE email the match result to: martind353@gmail.com immediately 

       after the conclusion of the game and within 48 hours.
       PLEASE ENSURE you state: -     

· Name and Age Group of Competition e.g.  U16 Boys 
· Round and Match No    e.g.  Rd 1 Match 2
· Score - e.g.      Tudor Grange 3 St Michael’s C.E.  1
3    Directory of Schools/Colleges
       A COPY OF THIS IS ATTACHED – (Excel Sheet)
     - IF THERE ARE ERRORS OR CHANGES, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SO I CAN 
       CORRECT AND RE-SEND TO ALL SCHOOLS -BY TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 20TH 
       PLEASE.

4.   It is our intention to be firm where games are not played on 
       or before the deadline date for each round – If you have problems with
       getting a game played please make contact with the County – A 

       COMPETITION CO-ORDINATOR HAS BEEN ALLOCATED TO ALL

       COMPETITIONS – they will be responsible for the smooth running of the 

       allocated competition(s) – please make initial contact with your named co-

       ordinator
       Competition Co-Ordinators

       Primary  - Ian Crichton

       iancfootball@hotmail.com
       Under 12 Boys – Marcus Johnson

       marcus57@hotmail.co.uk  /. 07581 008416
       Under 13 Boy– Martin Duffield

      Martind353@gmail.com  /  07852 276416

       Under 12, Under 13, Under 14, Under 15 & Under 16 Girls - Chris Smith

       chrisnsmith.1953@gmail.com  /07746 963184
       Under 14/Under 15 & Under 16 Boys – Pete Mortiboys

       MORTIBOYS.P@sky.com   / 07887 638650
       Under 18 Cup / Under 18 Small-Schools – Tony Boardman

       boardmanhome@hotmail.co.uk  / 07808 131954
        Please ensure that you are arranging your fixtures to be played  

        BEFORE these play-on dates
       We are planning to play the majority of Finals at one central venue on 
       at date and venue to be confirmed and for this to work we must have 
       details of the finalists early – more details to follow (we trialled this in 

       previous seasons and it has been extremely successful)- We aim to play the 

       Under 18and Under 16 Finals in the two weeks immediately after the Easter 

       break.
       FINALS –

        BOYS – Under 13 / Under 14 / Under 15 

        GIRLS – Under 13 / Under 14 / Under 15
       Separate arrangements will be made for other age-group Finals -both Under

       12 Finals will be played on an astro-surface at a venue to be determined

        as central as possible to the four schools involved.
5.  Handbook 
      We are not producing a Handbook for this coming season - all 
      information will be on our website when the development is complete.
6.  Black Kit –The use of predominately Black Kit is now banned by the FA -  
     The FA have made this ruling and teams wearing black may be charged by the
      ESFA for not following FA rulings. – Please be aware of this when ordering 
      new kit.

Any issues or further information you may require please contact me - 

Email:    martind353@gmail..com 

Telephone Contacts:  01384 242526 / 07852 276416
Summary of Individual Schools Competition Rules

1. Eligible Players – FA Rules now allows mixed football from Under 12 to Under 18 teams.  However the U14 Competition is designated for GIRLS only -this needs a rule change by the County to bring all competitions in line with each other - Can all schools treat this in line with our other competitions until this Rule Change can be put in place?)  FA rules also allows players to play across a two year age band i.e. Under 12 = Year 7, Under 13 = Years 7&8, Under 14 = Years 8&9, Under 15 = Years 9&10, Under 16 = Years 10&11, Under 18 = Years 12&13.
2. In school and college competition(s) a maximum of four players who attend an FA Licenced Academy /Centre of Excellence or who are registered with a club that employs contract players can participate in a match. This also includes players who are attached to a club as part of a development squad. (ie maximum of four Academy/Centre of Excellence/Development squad players in a match squad)
3. MATCH DETAILS

(See attached document – WMMCSFA_Competition Rules)
	Age Group
	Format
	Duration
	Extra Time
	Penalties
	Size of Ball

	Under 12
	9 v 9
	30 mins e.w.
	  7 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 4

	Under 13
	11 v 11
	35 mins e.w.
	  7 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 4

	Under 14
	11 v 11
	35 mins e.w.
	10 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 4

	Under 15
	11 v 11
	40 mins e.w.
	10 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 5

	Under 16
	11 v 11
	40 mins e.w.
	10 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 5

	Under 18
	11 v 11
	45 mins e.w.
	15 mins e.w.
	Yes
	Size 5


** Extra time must be played in all matches if the scores are level at the end of normal time.

++ If the match is a draw at the end of extra time then the match must be decided on penalties.   
+++ Schools may mutually agree with the agreement of the referee to decide a match on penalties without the playing of extra time if this agreement is notified to the match official prior to the start of the game

SUBSTITUTES
A maximum of 5 substitutes may be used at any time during the game, except to replace a player sent off by the referee. Substitutes must be nominated to the referee prior to the kick off. (Repeated substitutes) 

RESULTS:  See above 

KIT (Players)

A) Goalkeepers must wear colours that distinguish then from other players and the referee.

B) No player, including the Goalkeeper, shall be permitted to wear Black or very dark shirts.  (Teams contravening this rule may face an FA Charge)
C) Players’ shirts shall be numbered
REFEREES:

Appointing Match Officials - The appointment of Match Officials is the responsibility of the ‘home’ team.  Your local Referees’ Association Secretary or District/County Schools’ FA / FA Referees’ Officer may be available to assist with the appointment of Match Officials.  If you are unable to appoint a neutral and qualified referee, then you must inform your opponents before they travel as a matter of courtesy.  It is important to note that all match officials, if they are not part of your school staff, must hold a current and valid FA DBS / Criminal Record Check and FA Safeguarding training to officiate in a fixture at your school. We strongly advise you to check that all referees that you appoint, during the course of a season, conform to the FA Safeguarding requirements - your County Schools’ F.A. may/will have a list of all officials in your local county who conform to these safeguarding requirements - Please check?

LINKS – below are links to various ESFA/FA Guidance

Law Changes 

https://schoolsfootball.org/playing-by-the-rules/discipline-in-schools-football/ 
FA Heading Guidance

https://www.thefa.com/news/2021/jul/28/20210728-new-heading-guidance-published
https://schoolsfootball.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/youth-heading-guidance-chart.pdf
SIN BINS –Sins Bins are now MANDATORY in Schools Football – see attached link

https://www.englandfootball.com/explore/inclusive-football/Respect/sin-bins
https://www.fareferees.co.uk/temporary-dismissals 
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Martin Duffield







martind353@gmail.com 






01384 242526 / 07852 276416

